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We are excited to announce our
official web site!

LET US KNOW WHAT YOU THINK

Keep up to date on events, worship changes, and access newsletters. We will be adding
more information and photos, archiving past newsletters, and linking with our facebook page
(hopeucccochrane) in the coming months. Let us know what you think.

HOPEUNITEDCOCHRANE.ORG

608.248.2481

Pastor’s Letter:
Of course my mind and
heart are infused with
the possibilities of new
life as we look forward to
Spring, to Easter which is
the celebration of Life over
Death, acknowledgement
of God’s immense Love and
Power even in our broken and
bleeding world. The Presence
of Hope when things seem
ridiculous to grim.

looks out for us and guides
us, but also God as Mother,
who nurtures, protects, and
shelters us as we prepare for
birth. “Born again” is not a
phrase used often in the UCC,
but describes beautifully the
process of God our Mother/
Father encouraging us to
accept the unbounded love
and power available to us
through faith.

My dreams and thoughts are
invaded by a deep love and
excitement as I anticipate
the birth of a grandchild, this
time a boy, in the early weeks
of Summer. We saw in the
ultrasound the any hands
and feet, saw his little eyes
as he, still forming, moved in
the warm and nurturing nest
of his mother.

The story of Jesus hasn’t
lasted through centuries
because it is a pretty or light
fable. The story of Jesus
Christ has lasted because it
is the story of God on earth,
showing us love and power
not of ourselves.

This is when we can imagine
God not only as Father who

Dare to believe that God’s
presence makes the
difference between life
and death, wisdom and
ignorance, fear and courage,

and the difference between
apathy and compassion.
Jesus lives! And so we live.
Don’t squander that kind
of power on self-pity or
half-hearted efforts at
being “nice.” Claim your
place in God’s realm by the
extravagant welcoming of
strangers, by the declaration
of your love of God, by
discovering your spiritual
gifts and using them without
shame in the world around
you!
We have but one earthly life-live it now!
Be the Light of Christ and the
New Hope of Spring in the
way you live your life!

Blessings,
Pastor Colleen Kwong
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Pizza Fundrasier
Project Update
Thanks to all who helped with the pizza project! We sold over 300 pizzas again, and offered the
new deluxe pizza which seemed to be a hit.
Next time, we will also offer 12” pizzas.

Worship Service
Sunday, March 11, 2018
Worship Service will include the opportunity to give the One Great Hour of Sharing which assists
those around the world who are in need. The children are collecting coins to contribute. Don’t be
surprised if you are asked, on any Sunday, for the coins in your pocket!
HOPE UNITED COCHRANE
Starting 9:00pm

Palm Sunday Worship
Sunday, March 25, 2018
Service features the children carrying in the palms and sharing them with the congregation as
we remember the joyous arrival of Jesus Christ into Jerusalem.
HOPE UNITED COCHRANE
Starting 10:00am
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Chinese Cooking Class
Saturday, March 24, 2018
Chef Peter Kwong offers a Chinese cooking class from 5:00-7:30pm at the church. $25 per
person, plus $ 5 per person for food supplies. The money will go to advertising and decorating
for our Hope Church Chinese Banquet to be held May 5, 2018, possibly at the VFW. If you
attend this cooking class, you are in line to assist Chef Kwong with preparing the Banquet! No
experience necessary, just sign up and come enjoy! Sign up sheet on the bulletin board in the
Gathering Place downstairs in the church building. Looking for you creative folks who would like
to decorate for the Chinese banquet on May 5, 2018. A small budget will help in buying paper
lanterns or other Chinese decoraions, center pieces, or banners. Could you help?

Eagle Center Field Trip
Friday, March 30, 2018
Meet at the church at Noon to carpooling to the Eagle Center with the God2L (children’s) group.
We will tour the facility to see live eagles and other birds of prey.Then we will go to Dairy Queen
before arriving back at the church around 4:30pm or 5:00pm.

Good Friday Worship
Friday, March 30, 2018
Service will be held in the sanctuary. It will be a service of music, readings, silence, and prayer.
Attending this service readies us for the contemplation which adds to our joy on Easter!
HOPE UNITED COCHRANE
Starting 7:00pm
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Easter Sunday Worship
Sunday, April 1, 2018
Celebration with Holy Communion which is open to all! A service of music, readings,
communion, and joyful message. Following the service is our Hope Church traditional Easter
egg hunt for the children. Arrive early for our potluck breakfast, followed by Worship.
HOPE UNITED COCHRANE
Potluck Breakfest 9:00am - Worship 10:00am

Special Wednesday Evening Worship
Wednesday, April 4, 2018
We will hold a special Wednesday evening worship service around the table in the Gathering
Place (downstairs) in the church building. Bring your family, friends, and co-workers for an
evening of sharing food (a simple soup supper), thoughts, and God’s Word in story and song.
Give it a try!
HOPE UNITED COCHRANE
Starting 6:00pm

Children’s Christian Education (God2L)
Wednesdays
God2L, our children’s “Sunday School” is held on Wednesdays after school until 5:15pm at the
church building. All children ages 3-12 or so are welcome, whether or not they have family in the
congregation.
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Hope in Action
Project Update
Hope UCC has three groups working together to brainstorm creative ideas in these areas:
1. Weird Church
What will “the Church” look like in 30 years? How can we live out Christ’s call to be advocates for
those in need, to welcome the stranger, to worship God, to join in celebrating life and share in
the sorrows of others in a way that brings us all closer to God’s Love and Power?
• What kind of worship services will help that cause?
• What kind of outreach to the community is needed and how can we effectively be helpful?
• In what ways can we live our faith that is life-affirming and inclusive of all of God’s people?
• What will Hope UCC do and be to respond to the situations of God’s people in Cochrane,
Buffalo City, and the surrounding area?
If you would like to join in this brainstorming Think Tank please contact Rose Cyert at
rosecyert@gmail.com or give her a call at 608.248.2986. We will be trying out some of our ideas
throughout the year!
2. 100 year Celebration Think Tank
How shall we celebrate 100 years of being a congregation? This happens in 2025. You don’t
have to serve in this group all that time! Just get some ideas going so the consistory can plan
ahead…
3. Building Accessibility Think Tank
There are new ideas, technologies, and funding possibilities! How can we move into the space in
our hearts and minds where we believe that ALL people should be able to worship at Hope UCC
and then make it happen! We need to be able to get persons into the building who want to be
here, no matter what their physical abilities. Will it be ramps? New rooms? An addition? A new
entrance? Elevator or something else?
If you hope to attend the 100 year celebration, you may need to plan ahead for that accessibility
you may be needing by then!
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Pastor’s Schedule
Schedule Update
Some Sundays this Spring through June, Pastor Colleen will be out of town with her Spirit
of Creation pottery work, exhibiting and selling in Wisconsin, Indiana, Washington DC, and
Minnesota. This is what she does with the other part of her “part time pastor” schedule. On the
Sundays that she will be out of town, YOU have the opportunity to assist with worship! Marilyn
Bollinger is coordinating the services, which could focus on community outreach projects,
telling your story, sharing the message in words or songs, sharing a visual presentation on
the screen… Please contact Marilyn with your willingness to be part of the Sunday creativity:
608.248.2481 or mbollinger51@ gmail.com. April 8, May 20 & 27, and June 17 are the Sundays
that Pastor Colleen will be out of town for these shows. June 8-10, Pastor Colleen will be
representing Hope UCC at the Wisconsin Conference UCC Annual Meeting in Green Lake,
Wisconsin.)

Graduation Sunday
Sunday, May 6, 2018
We will honor our graduates from high school, college, or any certificate course or other
achievement. Do you have a graduate or other accomplished person in your family? Please let
Pastor Colleen or Sarah Kramer, our consistory president, know so they can be included.

Worship Time Change
Sunday, May 6, 2018
Worship begins at 9:00am beginning May 6, 2018
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Confirmation Sunday
Sunday, June 3, 2018
Worship will be planned by our confirmands with assistance from the pastor.
HOPE UNITED COCHRANE
Starting 9:00am

WI Conference of the UCC
June 8-10, 2018
Pastor Colleen will be representing Hope UCC at the Wisconsin Conference UCC Annual
Meeting in Green Lake, Wisconsin. You are invited to be there, too! We can have two
representatives besides the pastor as voting representatives of our congregation. Interested?
The Meeting takes place at the Green Lake Conference Center, right on the lake, with
opportunities to take walks or sit on the pier in between sessions. There are workshops of
interest to our congregation and worship that features energetic music and faithful, inspiring
messages from guest speakers. Please contact Pastor Colleen if you would like to be the
representative for Hope UCC!
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